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200 winners for $25 or les
By Kim Marcus

ROUNDUP

he rivalry between Old World
and New World wine cultures
is a source of spirited debate.
Arguments over the tension be-
tween tradition and modernity,

authenticity and innovation—
all relating to the hundreds of data points influ-
encing grapegrowing and winemaking—make
for lively discussion. More often than not, the
opinions are based on long-held beliefs and pre-
dispositions that usually say more abourt the par-
ties involved than about objective outcomes.
For those who merely want to find the best
wines for the money, no matter where they're
from, the route to enjoyment is easier. We sifted
through the more than 5,000 wines we've tasted
in the past four months to see how the New World
and Old World compare when it comes to deliv-
ering values. To level the playing field, we kept

the criteria straightforward. A wine had to score
at least 88 points on the Wine Spectator 100-point
scale and cost $25 or less. And it had to be pro-
duced in sufficient quantities to make it reason-
ably available in the markerplace.

In the following charts, you will find the re-
sults: scores and prices for 200 reds and whires.
(WineSpectator.com members may access com-
plete reviews using our online Wine Rarings
search.) Despite the weakness of the dollar, the
Old World makes a strong showing, and its di-
versity is notable as well. However, the New
World wines have the advantage when it comes
to overall production levels—and thus availabil-
ity. In the end, it comes down to your personal
taste as to the types of wines you want to drink.
But there’s little doubt that you can enjoy the
best of both worlds withour breaking the bank.

. WINESPECTATOR.COM

BONUS VIDEO: Discover a source of great values

i from southern France as managing editor Kim Marcus

i chats with vintner Michel Chapoutier about his Bila-Hao
i wines. Watch it at www.winespectator.com/101511.
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NEW WORLD VALUES ROUNDUP

RELEASE RELEASE RELEASE
SCORE | PRICE SIORE | PRICE SIORE | PRICE
| HOGUE Cabemnet Sauvignon Columbia Valley 89 | %16 ROCLAND Cabernet Sauvignon Barossa Valley BB | $17
Genesis 2007 Chocolate Box Truffle Chocolate 2009
| SAINT CLAIR Pinot Noir Marlbarough 89 | 318 BODEGAS ATAMISQUE Malbec Tupungato 88 | 318
Privada Mendoza 2008 02 £25 Vicar's Choice 2010 Catalpa 2009
i .
’ Valley 2009 91 18 ALEXANDRIA NICOLE Quarry Butte 89 | 320 CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE Merlot 88 | $18
i Tmna zvuoa = :20 Destiny Ridge Vineyards Horse Heaven Hills 2009 Columbia Valley Indian Wells 2009
| ! CAT AMOMGST THE PIGEONS Shiraz 89 £20 THORN-CLARKE Shiraz Barossa 88 £18
. “-LLﬁ E‘?Ers[gte o o1 | $22 Barossa Valley Nine Lives 2009 Terra Barossa Winemakers Selection (1L) 2009
. - BODEGAS Y VINEDOS LA ESPERANZA 89 £20 SAUSAL Zinfandel Alexander Valley Family 88 $19
ZAPATA Malbec g | 4 Malbec Uco Valley Finca El Origen 50 Year Old Vines 2008
Gran Reserva 2009
Ceternat S2uvignon 91 | $25 | KAMGARILLA ROAD CabernetSauvignon 89 | $20
| - McLaren Vale 2009 W H l T E
FCene Ladies Simonsherg- 91 | §25 KANGARILLA ROAD Shiraz McLaren Vale 2009 89 | $20
f ROSS ESTATE Shiraz Ba Vall 89 20
Ser Bed Mendoza 2000 90 $15 Lights 0ut 2009 Iri rossa valley $ WAKEFIELD Riesling Clare Valley 2010 a1 £17
T S MARGERUM Sauvignon Blanc 91 | $21
WCHELLE G m\m?lts o 90 | $18 | SAINT CLAIR Pinot Noir Marlborough 2010 B3 | $20 Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara Sybarite 2010
I ety 2008 90 | $18 THREE RIVERS Cabernet Sauvignon 89 | 321 AND CO. Sauvignon Blanc Hawkes Bay 90 | %20
4 Columbia Valley 2008 The Supernatural 2009
s 2008 90 | $18 | CRAGGY RANGE TeKahuGimblettGravels 89 | $22 | ATARAXIA MOUNTAIN SauvignonBlanc 90 | $22
BSS Simot Noir Oregon 2009 90 | $20 Vineyard Hawkes Bay 2009 Western Cape 2009
 Marbersonh 2009 a0 | t20 KAESLER Stonehorse Barossa Valley 2008 B3 | 22 CASA LAPOSTOLLE Chardonnay $24
B St Memiors 90 | $20 | LANGE Pinot Noir Willamette Valley 2009 89 | $22 E?Szbfﬂgtzﬁo\aag”é? Cuvée Alexandre Atalayas '
ar
CARDWELL HILL Pinot Noir 83 | $23 S |
Rt Smicnce 90 | s20 |  Willamette Valley 2009 B S8 S i )
ks Bl Gram Resenva 2008 BODEGA NOEMIA DE PATAGONIA Alisa 89 | $23 , : 5
s Yalley 2007 % | 21 Rio Negro Valley 2010 ACROBAT Pinot Gris Oregon 2010 89 | $12 |
F o aeem Wl a0 $22 SAUSAL Ill'lfaﬂdel A.ngander Valley 89 24 JOEL GOTT Sauvignon Blanc California 2010 89 $12
' [ 90 Year Old Vines Private Reserve 2008 YALUMEA Viognier South Australia 89 | 312
Bt Somamma Comty %0  $24 | BOGLE PetiteSirah California 2008 88 | $11 The Y Series 2010
|IELD Chardonnay Yakima Valley 89 | 313
tresaco 02008 W | $25 ked 2010
£ = ED Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough 89 | %13
=oeValley w2 2003 %0 | S35 opai River 2010
Neir Willamettz Valley 2009 50 ALOOK Pinot Gris Strathbogie 89 | $15
L=T Mot |
C 89 £15
or Sont Aosiraiz
i 89 $15
N Amitage Gand Estates
I i . . la Valley 2009 89 $15
a Seah ftsclia B 1312 | ENWOOD Merlot Sonoma County 2008 88 | $14 | BERINGER Sauvignon BlancNapaValley2009 89 | $16
. 1
i Wshimeeon 2008 g9 | 515 VERAMONTE Pinot Noir Casablanca Valley 88 | $14 | ROTH SauvignonBlanc Alexander Valley 2010 89 | $16
£ Reserva 2009 HUIA Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough 2010 89 | %18
g Mmoo 2000 B9 $15 — 4
29 $15 BOOM_| OWRMN Cabernet Sauvignon 88 £15 RAYMOND Chardonnay Napa Valley 89 $18
e — i Washington 2003 Reserve Selection 2009
I OLSEN ‘Yfakima Valley 2008 88 | $15 ALPHA DOMUS Chardonnay 83 | $10
ESTATES (sbemet-Meriot 89 15
o $ PEDRONCELL! Zinfandel Dry Creek Valley B8 | $15 Hawkes Bay Unoaked 2010
B s o 89 | s15 Mother Clone 2009 ERADUS Sauvignon Blanc Awatere Valley 2010 89 | $20
- D?ﬂﬁ I&CIJUDEL FLATA Malbec Mendoza 88 | $15 ST. SUPERY Sauvignon Blanc Napa Valley 2010 89 | $20
iley 2005 TE AWA Sauvi Blanc Hawkes B
: : 83 1 $17 | SeBASTIANI Zinfandel Sonoma County2008 83 | $15 i i ke S e
s Mndocno 2007 a9 $17 : |
' | PETER LEHMANN Cabernet Sauvignon 8 | $17 WARWICK Sauvignon Blanc Stellenbosch 89 | 20
Barossa 2008 Professor Black 2010
SNOQUALMIE Riesling Columbia Valley a8 $8 |
Winemaker's Select 2010
STONECAP Riesling Columbia Valley 2009 88 $8
FRISK Riesling Victoria Prickly 2010 88 | $10
HOGUE Riesling Columbia Valley 2009 28 $11
ATOZ WINEWORKS Pinot Gris Oregon 2010 88 | $12
CHALONE Sauvignon Blanc 88 | $12
Monterey County 2009
COLUMBIA CREST Chardonnay BR | $12
Columbia Valley Grand Estates 2009
KEN FORRESTER Chenin Blanc 88 | 12
Western Cape Petit 2010
YOUNG MEG Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough 2010 88 $12
BABICH Chardonnay Hawkes Bay Unoaked 2009 88 | %13
MOHUA Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough 2010 88 | $13
ROLF BINDER Riesling Eden Valley 88 | $14
Highness 2010
FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA Chardonnay 88 | $14
California Yotre Santé 2009
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New Releases: Washington

Va[iey 2008 $718 Dense

r==pherry, cherry, mineral and
b pear peei tannins. Shows un-
ssh. Meror, Cabernet Sauvi-
¢ Franc. Drink now through
S

ia Valley 2008 $38 Firm
Poore of currant and blackberry
wre. Merlot, Cabernet
d Perit Verdor. Best after

=riot Columbia Valley 2008
ne a lively mouthful of rasp-
ENCINE SaVOory notes Wlth ﬁLllI’

Tar _n.ounh 2015. 4,428 cases

|

Michelle Merlot Columbia
DS $78 Light and silky, with

fice flavors thac linger on the
cases made—H.S.

= Rouge Columbia Valley
sous, with a stony edge to
Bevors. Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet

ranc Drink now through 2014.

==
R

griot Columbia Valley 2008

§ i==n on balance, with savory
sones to the modest berry fla-

B! cases made.—H.S.

ot Washington 2008 $75
2 lively feel to the ripe cherry

o 2 800 cases made—H.S.

| 3

prio Washlngton 2009 $7

vors of raspberry and cherry

"‘n'ink now. 18,000 cases

TON

helle Riesling Columbia
ard 2010 $75 Silky, with
dear and apple flavors, hinting at
& lingers. Drink now through

HS

89 Efeste Riesling Columbia Valley Evergreen
Vineyard Evergreen 2010 $76 Light and bright, with
pretty apple, honey and floral flavors, finishing with a
crisp: balance of acidity. Drink now through 2015. 970
cases made.—H.S.

88 Snogualmie Riesling Columbia Valley Wine-
maker’s Select 2010 $8 See Best Values, page 97.

88 stonecap Riesling Columbia Valley 2009 $8
Bright and jazzy, this is lightly sweet but lively, with apple,
peach and floral flavors that linger easily on the finish.
Drink now through 2015. 3,461 cases made.—H.S.

87 chateau Ste. Michelle Riesling Columbia
Valley 2010 $9 See Best Values, page 98.

86 NXNW Riesling Horse Heaven Hills Wallula
Benches 2010 $72 Fresh and open-textured, with
pretty melon and citrus flavors, finishing on a floral nore.
Drink now. 5,000 cases made —H.S.

WASHINGTON
Syrah & Blends

Other

WASHINGTON

87 Goose Ridge G Red Columbia Valley 2008
$718 Fresh and lively, this is juicy with blueberry and
spice flavors, finishing with deft balance. Syrah, Cabernet
Sauvignon and Merlot. Drink now through 2014. 10,623
cases made.—H.S.

87 Pine & Post Red Blend Washington NV $7
See Best Values, page 98.

WASHINGTON
Other

92 pelille Chaleur Estate White Columbia
Valley 2009 $36 This barrel-fermented style has rich,
silky rexture and layers of pear, orange peel, pineapple and
fig flavor. This isn't weighty, but is wrapped in spicy cak
on the finish. In the end, this keeps its balance. Sauvi-
gnon Blanc and Sémillon. Drink now through 2013. 1,700
cases made—H.S.

91 Francis Tannahill Gewiirztraminer Washing-
ton Dragonfly 2008 $25 Tastes dry, bur the
flavor profile brims with honey and spice around a soft
core of pear and grapefruit, lingering easily. Drink now

through 2015, 317 cases made.—H.S.

akima Valley 2010
with grapefruit and
rink now. 675 cases

89 UEcole No. 41 Svrah Columbia Valley 2008
$25 Sandy tannins wrap around a supple core of black-
berry, tobacco, dry grass and licorice flavors in this focused
red, coming together smoothly as the finish lingers. Best
from 2012 through 2016. 2,261 cases made—H.S.

89 stonecap Syrah Columbia Valley 2009 $8
Firm in texture, this is lively with blueberry and spice fla-
vors, dancing seductively through the expressive finish.
Drink now. 3,930 cases made —H.S.
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89 Mercer Sauvignon Blanc Columbia Valley
2009 $75 Brightand tangy, showing lemony apple and
herb flavors that remain lively through the deftly balanced
flmsh Dtmk now. 1,563 cases made—H.S.

yashington 2009

is juicy with pear,
the palate and glide
Prink now. 431 cases

x Yakima Valley
s supple in texture,
d flavors, hinting at
Roussanne, Viognier
and Marsanne. Drink now [hmugh 2014. 450 cases
made.—H.S.

90 Tamarack Cabernet Franc Wahluke Slope
2009 $28 Lithe, generous and refreshing for its palate-
cleaning tannins, as a sense of refinement enlivens the
cherry and floral flavors. Drink now through 2016. 834
cases made.—H.S.

89 Mercer Sauvignon Blanc Columbia Valley
2009 $15 Bright and rangy, showing lemony apple and
herb flavors that remain lively through the deftly balanced
finish. Drink now. 1,563 cases made.—H.5.

89 waterbrook Sangiovese Columbia Valley
Rosé 2010 $77 This gentle rosé is shocking pink in
color but subdued in its scrawberry and rhubarb flavors.
Flavors pick up intensity on the dry finish. Drink now.
1,657 cases made.—H.S.

88 charles & Charles Rosé Columbia Valley
2010 $71 This tangy rosé is appealing for its strawberry
and lemon peel flavors, which linger on the dry finish.
Shows a touch of fizz. Syrah. Drink now. 10,300 cases
made—H.3.

88 The Magnificent Wine Company Sauvignon
Blanc Columbia Valley Fish House 2010 $717
A lively white, lilting with grapefruit, pineapple and pear
fruit, showing a hint of herb on the finish. Drink now.
3,200 cases made.—H.S5.

86 Boomtown Pinot Gris Washington 2010 $13
Light and crisp, with melon and lemon flavors. Drink now.
1,800 cases made.—H.S.





