[image: image2.jpg]




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Mercer Estates Winery Receives 2010 Environmental Excellence Award from the Association of Washington Business
- Mercer Estates is First Winery to be Recognized by AWB for Commitment to Conservation -

Prosser, Washington (May 18, 2010) – Mercer Estates, a family-owned winery based in Prosser, WA, was awarded the 2010 Leading Environmental Practices Award by the Association of Washington Business at its annual Environmental Excellence Awards ceremony on Tuesday, May 11.  This was a momentous occasion for Mercer Estates as they were the first winery ever to receive this prestigious award – a testament to Mercer Estates’ unwavering commitment to the stewardship of the lands that the Bud Mercer and Mike Hogue families have farmed for generations in the Columbia and Yakima Valleys. 
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The 2010 Leading Environmental Practices Award recognizes companies demonstrating initiative, innovation and outstanding achievements in environmental compliance, protection and conservation. The awards have been presented annually since 1992. This year over thirty companies were nominated with just ten honored with awards in recognition of their outstanding efforts. The award selection process is conducted by an AWB panel; with each nominee evaluated on criteria such as the caliber of innovative solutions, exceeding regulatory requirements, economic and environmental results, and ability for practices to be applied to other companies.
“Through our winery and farming practices, we uphold the long-standing belief that sustainability and conservation are the single most important factors in the continued success of our operations,” said winery principal, Mike Hogue, who was honored to accept the award on behalf of the Mercer Estates winery.
Mercer Estates’ conservation efforts include energy and water conservation, integrated pest management, solid waste management, soil protection, wildlife habitat improvement, and a continued effort to research and promote the development of sustainable agriculture systems. As a result of Mercer Estates’ sustainable practices the winery and its estate vineyards have drastically reduced power consumption and water consumption has been reduced by 25-50% of the industry average per gallon of wine. Mercer Estates winery actively participates in sustainable vineyard management operations such as certified organic compost application, reduced deficit irrigation practices, water quality management, and softer insect and disease control using integrated pest management techniques.  


“We consistently take the extra step to integrate environmental awareness and sustainability into every phase of Mercer Estates grape growing and winemaking,” comments Mercer Estates viticulturist, Rick Hammon. “For example, during our winemaking process grape waste is returned to the vineyard to be used for weed control, soil fertility and moisture enhancement; requiring additional permits, specialized equipment, and man hours to implement the process. Mercer Estates refuses to take shortcuts and takes pride in our commitment to preserving the land for generations to come.”
# # #
About Mercer Estates
Mercer Estates is a family-owned winery based in Prosser, WA devoted to producing premium wines through a partnership of the Bud Mercer and Mike Hogue families.  Built upon a shared passion for the Columbia Valley and a winemaking heritage which bridges generations, Mercer Estates was founded in 2006 and released its debut vintages in early 2008. The foundation of Mercer Estates' wines lies in three AVAs: Columbia Valley, Yakima Valley and Horse Heaven Hills. The winery currently produces six varietals: Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Gris, and Riesling – each grown in the Eastern Washington AVA best suited to the varietal. http://www.mercerwine.com/
For more information about Mercer Estates or to request an interview with winery principals, please contact Alexa Fox, Gregory White PR, at alexa@gregorywhitepr.com/(415) 814-2749 or Donna White, Gregory White PR, at donna@gregorywhitepr.com /(203) 683-6767.
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